A silent nasal mass with ophthalmic presentation.
Nasal chondromesenchymal hamartoma (NCMH) is a rare benign pediatric hamartoma that can simulate malignancy. It is apt to be misdiagnosed because of the overlapping histologic features shared with a number of benign and malignant soft tissue tumors. Here we report a case of this clinical entity in a child of 2.5 years of age. NCMH is histologically characterized by a mixture of various mesenchymal elements, including spindle cells, collagen fibers and irregular islands of osseous and chondroid tissue. The tissue was immunosensitive to SMA and calponin. This tumor has a benign biological behavior, and complete resection is the treatment of choice. Awareness of this clinical entity is essential for correct diagnosis and to avoid potentially harmful therapies.